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Phone:	  
Bahamas:	  242-359-7518	  

US:	  931-230-7771	  
	  

Email:	  MethodistHabitat@gmail.com	  
Web:	  www.MethodistHabitat.org	  

	  
Address:	  

P.O.	  Box:	  EL-25803	  
James’	  Cistern,	  Eleuthera,	  The	  Bahamas	  

	  
Bahamas	  Methodist	  Habitat	  -	  GHB	  

Agape	  Flights	  -	  18693	  
100	  Airport	  Avenue	  
Venice,	  FL	  34285	  

MANAGING	  DISASTER	  -‐	  PROMOTING	  COMMUNITY	   	  	  	  	  Summer	  2014	  

Current	  Projects	  
FUMC	  Franklin	  	  |	  Franklin,	  TN	  
Brooklet	  UMC	  |	  Brooklet,	  GA	  

Fontbonne	  University	  |	  St.	  Louis,	  MO	  
N.	  Georgia	  Annual	  Conf.	  |	  Georgia	  
Milbrook	  FUMC	  |	  Millbrook,	  AL	  
Court	  Street	  UMC	  |	  Lynchburg,	  VA	  
FUMC	  Orlando	  |	  Orlando,	  FL	  

Cherokee	  UMC	  |	  Johnson	  City,	  TN	  
The	  Well	  |	  Cartersville,	  GA	  
Northside	  UMC	  |	  Jackson,	  TN	  

Blountsville	  UMC	  |	  Blountsville,	  AL	  
Buford	  UMC	  |	  Buford,	  GA	  

Our	  Savior	  UMC	  |	  Shamburg,	  IL	  
Voices	  of	  Youth	  (VA	  Annual	  Conf)	  |	  Virginia	  

Ahoskie	  UMC	  |	  Ahoskie,	  NC	  
Cascade	  UMC	  |	  Atlanta,	  GA	  

Peachtree	  Rd.	  UMC	  |	  Atlanta,	  GA	  
FUMC	  Columbus	  |	  Columbus,	  MS	  
Midway	  UMC	  |	  Midway,	  GA	  

Faith	  UMC	  |	  Mountorsville,	  PA	  
Community	  Christian	  |	  Baltimore,	  MD	  

Edmonds	  UMC	  |	  Edmonds,	  WA	  
Broadway	  Baptist	  |	  Louisville,	  KY	  

Fredericksburg	  Baptist	  |	  Fredericksburg,	  VA	  
First	  Baptist	  Church	  Chicago|	  Chicago,	  IL	  

Trinity	  UMC	  |	  Richmond,	  VA	  
	  

We	  are	  grateful	  to	  all	  our	  2014	  volunteers	  that	  
came	  from	  near	  and	  far	  to	  serve	  with	  us!	  	  

	  

Summer	  Volunteers	  

	  

Beautiful	  Blue	  Tiles…	  

During	  the	  last	  two	  weeks	  of	  July,	  Bahamas	  Methodist	  Habitat	  volunteers	  
served	  on	  the	  southern	  end	  of	  the	  Eleuthera.	  Upon	  arriving,	  the	  teams	  
learned	  that	  they	  would	  be	  partnering	  to	  finish	  a	  bathroom	  with	  Mrs.	  
Dorris	  Rolle.	  At	  71	  years	  old,	  she	  currently	  lives	  in	  a	  white	  house	  
decorated	  with	  blue	  trim	  and	  she	  has	  never	  had	  her	  own	  indoor	  
bathroom.	  Everyday	  at	  the	  worksite,	  Mrs.	  
Dorris	  presented	  the	  teams	  with	  ice	  cold	  
Coca-‐Colas	  and	  said,	  “It	  isn’t	  much,	  but	  it	  is	  
what	  I	  have	  got”.	  The	  teams	  were	  so	  grateful	  
for	  her	  giving	  spirit.	  As	  people	  got	  to	  know	  
Mrs.	  Dorris,	  they	  fell	  in	  love	  with	  her.	  She	  
would	  tell	  stories	  about	  her	  life,	  discussing	  
what	  Eleuthera	  was	  like	  while	  growing	  up	  
and	  everyone	  loved	  learning	  about	  her	  
family	  and	  children.	  Throughout	  the	  week	  
she	  made	  sure	  the	  team	  was	  comfortable.	  
After	  two	  weeks	  of	  hard	  and	  diligent	  work,	  
the	  volunteers	  finished	  the	  bathroom!	  Mrs.	  
Dorris	  now	  has	  her	  first	  ever	  bathroom	  
complete	  with	  beautiful	  blue	  tiles!	  
	  
When	  the	  volunteers	  first	  arrived,	  the	  bathroom	  was	  just	  a	  wood	  frame	  
on	  the	  side	  of	  her	  house.	  Now,	  the	  bathroom	  is	  equipped	  with	  a	  working	  
toilet,	  sink,	  shower	  and	  electricity.	  The	  first	  week,	  Ahoskie	  United	  
Methodist	  Churched	  installed	  the	  plumbing	  and	  electricity.	  They	  also	  set	  
the	  tub	  and	  laid	  tiles	  on	  the	  floor.	  The	  second	  week,	  we	  had	  a	  team	  from	  
Faith	  United	  Methodist	  Church.	  This	  crew	  built	  and	  tiled	  the	  walls	  
surrounding	  the	  tub,	  installed	  the	  ceiling	  and	  textured	  the	  walls.	  Within	  
two	  short	  weeks	  the	  room	  was	  transformed.	  It	  was	  great	  to	  see	  God	  at	  
work	  within	  Mrs.	  Dorris	  and	  the	  teams	  serving	  her.	  Together,	  they	  
provided	  a	  perfect	  example	  of	  what	  it	  means	  to	  be	  neighbors	  within	  the	  
Kingdom	  of	  God.	  	  
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Spending seven weeks in The Bahamas during the summer sounds like a dream 
come true for every college student.  

I would get the same reaction every time I told someone how I was spending my 
summer, but as the BMH t-shirt says this year, when you’re working with BMH, 
being in The Bahamas “een watcha tinkin.” 

Going into this experience I knew I would have a summer full of learning and 
adventures, but I could not have imagined the depth to which this summer has 
impacted me. 

I have grown in my walk with Christ, improved my leadership skills, learned 
about working with a team and expanded my life experiences since beginning my pilgrimage to Eleuthera. 

Upon arriving in The Bahamas, I quickly learned that BMH has a different definition of "missions" than one I had 
ever heard before. For me, missions had always meant going somewhere (whether Eleuthera, Mississippi or my home 
town of Knoxville) and repairing as many roofs as I could or partaking in some other form of hard work. I sought God 
through the work I did on these trips, but to me, missions simply meant: doing hard work to help people. In contrast, 
BMH does not believe "missions" is simply an action that we can do, finish and "check off" our list. BMH believes 
"missions" is a lifelong journey on which we embark as followers of Christ with the goal of finding God. I was 
startled when I first heard this definition, simply because it was so different than the type of missions I had 
experienced in the past. 

I wanted to experience this trip differently than my previous mission trips so I was even open to learning. My mission 
couldn’t be to “fix” or “save” The Bahamas because I would fail every time. My mission was to find God, to come 
closer to God, to love God and to serve His purpose for my life. 

Luckily for me, Eleuthera is not a hard place to 
find God. I found God in the most beautiful water I 
will ever see, the pristine beaches and the palm 
trees. I found God in the suffering that is speckled 
throughout the beauty of the island, in the lives of 
the people who, however poor they may be by 
worldly standards, are rich in the love and joy 
found in Christ. I found God in learning to work 
within our team of seven interns, from the guidance 
of Brenda and Abe, and in the business experience 
I gained from working in the office. I found God 
through our volunteers, our staff and the Eleuthera 
community. I found God in the friendships I’ve 
created this summer, the laughs I’ve shared, and 
the adventures that I will never forget. I found God 
this summer through being an intern with BMH, 
and more importantly I learned how to continue on 
my mission to find God for the rest of my life.  

To	  learn	  more	  about	  volunteering	  with	  BMH	  as	  a	  short	  or	  long	  term	  volunteer,	  visit	  our	  website	  and	  
schedule	  a	  time	  to	  come	  and	  have	  your	  life	  changed	  by	  finding	  God	  in	  all	  things	  …	  just	  like	  Emily!	  

What	  The	  Bahamas	  Taught	  Me	  

Emily	  Ehrnschwender,	  2014	  Intern	  

Emily	  at	  Lighthouse	  Beach	  

1st	  Session	  Interns:	  	  
Maggie	  Agnew,	  Emily	  Ehrnschwender,	  Madison	  Eggenberger,	  Tom	  

Paduch,	  Ali	  Henderson,	  Josh	  Headen,	  Jordan	  Brown	  

Volunteer	  Opportunities	  

Summer	  Intern	  Program	  
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Pauline	  Bethel	  (and	  Binks!)	  

The Dynamic Duo of Pauline and her husband Edmond “Binks” Bethel 
has a relationship built on love, respect, faith, and joy. BMH is blessed 
every morning that Pauline brings those same attributes into the kitchen 
and dining hall at Camp Symonette. The creativity and love that she pours 
into every piece of johnny cake, bananna pancake, and fresh out da garden 
(and coop) omelets is our little slice of, and glimpse into, heaven. BMH 
and our volunteers are blessed by Pauline’s faith in God and love for her 
brothers and sisters, no matter where they come from. Pauline is a pillar of 
the James’ Cistern (JC) community and staunch member of the JC Wesley 
Methodist Church. She is an incredible mother, loving sister, wonderful 
friend, and a powerful prayer intercessor … did I mention everyone loves her cooking?!?! Her husband, “Binks”, 
is by her side many mornings and we are grateful for his willingness to serve with his beautiful bride. We Thank 
You PB for all you do in the morning with your delicious breakfast, inspiring word and loving smile! 

	  

DaDa	  Smokey’s	  After	  School	  Program	  	  
My name is Shawnae and this goes out 
to the world. I am going into 6th grade. I 
go to the After School Program every 
Tuesday and Thursday. The after school 
program was named after my late-

grandfather, Garnet ‘Smokey’ Thompson, or as we all called him “Dada”. After 
school I would come home and show him my books, if I got something wrong 
he would say, “try that over again.” Then I would go back to school and get it 
right! He also always told me to, “straighten up and fly straight.” He loved kids 
and believed we could all do better in the world. At the after school program, I 
do my homework and play sports. My favorite is baseball and my favorite 
subject is mathematics. My grandmother now helps me study and practice 
mathematics. I love algebra! I also think cooking is fun and when I grow up, I 
really want to be a chef so I can cook for people all around the world! After 
School rocks, and you know sometimes children just need some help.  

Why	  I	  Love	  After	  School	  

By:	  Shawnae	  Bethel	  age	  10	  

	  

Staff	  Spotlight	  

BCMC	  Kids	  Camp	  
Chloe	  Hobgood	  
BMH hosted the Bahamas Conference of the Methodist Church Summer Youth Day Camp with the help of a group of 
volunteers from Our Savior UMC in Shamburg, Illinois. Over 45 children from various settlements on Eleuthera were able to 
participate in a week of fun. Monday-Wednesday campers joined us from 9am-4pm and participated in activities such as 
worship, minute-to-win-it games, art and crafts, and devotions. On Thursday, the campers had the option to spend the night at 
Camp, which a lot of them did! The kids stayed up most of the night with a dance party and movies. We are thankful for Our 
Savior UMC and their hard work and extensive planning that went into this year’s BCMC Summer Camp.  
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First	  Session	  Interns	  

Maggie	  Agnew	  |	  Jackson,	  TN	  
Jordan	  Brown	  |	  Salem,	  VA	  

Madison	  Eggenberger	  |	  Jackson,	  TN	  
Emily	  Ehrnschwender	  |	  Knoxville,	  TN	  

Josh	  Headen	  |	  Charlotte,	  NC	  
Ali	  Henderson	  |	  Johnson	  City,	  TN	  
Tom	  Paduch	  |	  Birmingham,	  AL	  

Second	  Session	  Interns	  

Becca	  Boyer	  |	  Columbia,	  SC	  
Chloe	  Hobgood	  |	  Cartersville,	  GA	  
Rachel	  Matney	  |	  Lynchburg,	  VA	  
Emily	  Moore	  |	  Kansas	  City,	  MO	  
Virginia	  Summer	  |	  Rome,	  GA	  
Olivia	  Steaban	  |	  Brentwood,	  TN	  

Virginia	  Summer,	  Tori	  Danielson,	  Emily	  Moore,	  Chloe	  Hobgood,	  	  
Rachel	  Matney,	  Becca	  Boyer,	  Olivia	  Steaban	  

BMH	  Garden	  Update	  
Life	  Began	  in	  a	  Garden	  

By:	  Chloe	  Hobgood	  

	  2014	  Interns

Elizabeth	  Jackson,	  Ali	  Henderson,	  Josh	  Headen,	  Madison	  Eggenberger,	  
Jordan	  Brown,	  Emily	  Ehrnschwender,	  Tom	  Paduch,	  Brenda	  Thompson,	  

Maggie	  Agnew,	  Abe	  McIntyre,	  Patti	  and	  Denny	  Brady	  

At BMH, we are dedicated to serving our community. When the idea to 
start a garden was planted into our minds a few years ago, we saw this 
as just another opportunity to do our part.  

What started as a few seedlings planted inside an old tire turned into a 
full-fledged garden where we produce over 10 kinds of fruits and 
vegetables including: peppers, squash, strawberries, tomatoes, bananas, 
cucumbers, carrots, and sweet potatoes with more on the way! Our 
chickens continue to provide us with fresh breakfast goodness and with 
all the “fruits of our labor”, we are able to give back to our community 
and those who have done so much with us.  

Hours of hard work, love and 
dedication have gone into 
making our garden what it is 
today. It has become an integral 
part of Camp Symonette and has 
even made its way onto our 

Daily Chores list. Each week, volunteer teams get to take part in the growing 
process by tending to the garden and keeping it in tip-top shape.  

Without the hard work of our volunteers, our garden wouldn’t have grown into 
what it is today. We can only hope that with patience, help and a whole lot 
more love, our garden will continue to grow and flourish not only in our own 
backyard but also throughout the community and with the lives of those who 
need it most. 

Short	  Term	  Volunteers	  

Patti	  &	  Denny	  Brady	  |	  Auburn,	  NE	  
Elizabeth	  Jackson	  |	  Denton,	  TX	  
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fffff	  Donate	  
In-‐Kind	  	  
Visit:	  	  www.MethodistHabitat.org/donate/	  for	  the	  most	  
updated	  needs	  list.	  Many	  contributions	  can	  be	  shipped	  
with	  upcoming	  volunteer	  teams.	  Contact	  our	  office	  for	  
planning	  your	  shipment,	  as	  shipping	  can	  be	  expensive!	  
	  
Financial	  	  

♦ Support	  Online	  securely	  through	  our	  website	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  (PayPal)	  

♦ Mail	  a	  check	  to:	  
Bahamas	  Habitat	  
103	  Dumbarton	  Court	  
Cary,	  NC	  27511	  
Bahamas	  Habitat,	  our	  US	  based	  501(c)3	  non-‐profit	  
All	  donations	  are	  tax-‐deductible	  

♦ UMC	  Advance	  Special	  #	  3021928	  
Donate	  Online	  with	  GBGM	  or	  …	  
For	  UMC	  supporters,	  write	  our	  Advance	  number	  
on	  your	  check	  and	  drop	  it	  in	  your	  churches	  
offering	  plate,	  100%	  comes	  to	  BMH.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

Visit	  our	  Amazon	  Needs/Wish	  List:	  
Buy	  items	  on-‐line	  and	  have	  them	  shipped	  to	  the	  
Orlando	  Executive	  Airport.	  Our	  pilots	  will	  then	  pick	  
them	  up	  and	  fly	  them	  down	  to	  Eleuthera!	  Magic!	  

BMH	  Amazon	  Link:	  
http://amzn.com/w/1MKW4YOWW5YWT	  
*Please	  visit	  our	  website	  for	  the	  full	  list	  

	  

Volunteer	  at	  BMH!	  	  
BMH	  is	  now	  accepting	  volunteer	  applications	  for	  2014	  
and	  2015.	  	  Weeks	  are	  filling	  up	  fast.	  A	  $500	  deposit	  per	  
group	  reserves	  your	  spot,	  so	  act	  now!	  Information	  and	  
applications	  can	  be	  found	  on	  our	  website	  under	  the	  
“Volunteer”	  tab.	  
	  

♦ Bring	  a	  Group	  (Year-‐Round)	  Team	  Size:	  5-‐40	  
♦ Volunteer	  as	  an	  Individual	  (Up	  to	  two	  months)	  
♦ Serve	  as	  a	  Summer,	  Fall	  or	  Spring	  Intern!	  
♦ Teachers	  are	  needed	  with	  the	  After	  School	  

Program	  (Active	  or	  Retired)	  
♦ Pilots:	  Fly-‐In	  and	  Help	  Out	  (Oct.	  22-‐26,	  2014)	  

	  
www.MethodistHabitat.org/volunteer	  	  

Like	  our	  
Facebook	  Page!	  
Get	  regular	  ministry	  updates	  and	  

pictures	  of	  projects	  and	  volunteer	  teams!	  
	  

Login	  to	  Facebook	  	  
and	  search:	  

Bahamas	  Methodist	  Habitat	  
or	  go	  to:	  

facebook.com/BMHabitat	  

“We	  need,	  the	  Right	  tool	  for	  the	  Right	  job…”	  Volunteers	  celebrate	  Ms.	  Delores	  1st	  bathroom!	  


